Contents
Thanks to all our Sponsors, Partner and Supporters
Festival Patrons
Festival Chair's Message
Festival Director's Message
Venue

1

Getting to the Venue

2

Nepali Literature in the Age of Democracy

3

Writing and Change

4

Uncovering the Truth

5

Getting Things Done

6

Narratives as a Window to History

7

Being a Woman, Becoming a Writer

8

Languages of Nepal: A New Renaissance?

9

The Power of Social Media

10

Ashoka Maurya and his Legacy

11

Dalit Voices in Literature

12

The New Age of News

13

Bridging the Language Divide

14

Immersed in Nepali Literature

15

Insurgency and Nepali Literature

16

Open Minds: Libraries and Treasure Troves of Stories

17

The East India Company, the Mughals and the Gorkhali Empire

18

Politics in Nepali Universities

19

Kali-Katha: via Bypass

20

The Man Behind the Words

21

Sakambari to Sumnima: Female Characters in Modern Nepali Novels

22

Chittadhar Hridaya and the Newar Bhasa Renaissance

23

Book Markets: Local Scope, Global Ambitions

24

Nepali Literature Beyond Nepal

25

Maithili: A Literary History

26

Biographies National and Individual

27

Urdu and English: Walking Two Worlds

28

The Future of the Nepali Language

29

Real presents Juicy Jatra for Kids!

30

Book Launch: Bhaktaprasad Bhyaguto's 15th Year Anniversary Edition

31

photo.circle presents Retelling Histories

32

Performance: Parable of the Lost Post Office

33

Thanks to all our Sponsor
s, P
ar
tner
s and
Sponsors
Par
artner
tners
ter
s
Suppor
Supporter
ters
The Kathmandu Literary Jatra is funded by

Patan Museum Outer Courtyard Sponsor

Children’s Events Sponsor

Closing Dinner Sponsor

Rotary Hall Sponsor and Official Bank

Our Sponsors and Supporters

Individual Supporters
We would like to to thank Mr.Indrajit Lahiri for his generous support.
Our Partners

Rotary Club of Yala

Creative Consultants

Event Host

Kathmandu Literary Jatra
c/o Nepal Economic Forum
P.O. Box 7025, Krishna Galli, Lalitpur- 3, Nepal
T: +977-1-5548400
W: www.litjatra.com
E: info@litjatra.com

Festival Patrons
Anil Chitrakar, Social entrepreneur
Anjan Shrestha, Director, Educational Book House
Govinda Shrestha, Publisher, Ratna Pustak
Kai Bird, Author
Kanak Mani Dixit, Editor, Himal Southasia
Roger Henke, General Manager, Summit Hotel
Rohit Ranjitkar, Director, Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust
Singha Bahadur Basnet, Chairman, Yeti Travels
Sujan Chitrakar, Artist, and Director of the Kathmandu University Centre for Art and Design

Festival Chair
Sujeev Shakya, President, Nepal Economic Forum
Festival Advisor
Namita Gokhale, Author, and Co-Founder of the Jaipur Literature Festival
Program Advisors
Manjushree Thapa, Author
Sanjeev Uprety, Author, and Professor of English at Tribhuvan University
Rabi Thapa, Author
Executive Team
Suvani Singh, Festival Director
Pranab Man Singh, Program Coordinator
Sristi Bhattarai, Events Coordinator
Translations
Prawin Adhikari
Nayan Pokhrel Sindhuliya

Photographer
Sworup Ranjit

Volunteers
Alanna Dowman
Biswas Baral
Dikshya Acharya
Hari Raj Adhikari
Isha Shrestha
Kabita Parajuli
Nayana Shrestha
Paavan Mathema
Paras Jain
Prateebha Tuladhar
Radha Krishna Dhital
Samyog Dahal
Santosh Pokharel
Shripa Amatya
Surabhi Pudasaini
Ujjwal Upreti
Venisha Udas

Bidushi Dhungel
Byanjana Thapa
Gaurav Kandel
Iona Liddell
Jannat Shrestha
Kalpana Gurung
Nikita Tripathi
Palistha Kakshapati
Phurba Sherpa
Rashmi Sheila
Rupa Maharjan
Santosh Dhakal
Sarina Khanal
Sunny Mahat
Timila Dhakwa
Ujjwala Maharjan
Weena Pun

Beyond 3 Ms
Conversations about Nepal are usually limited to the 3 Ms: Mountains, Maoists, and the
Massacre. By comparison, Nepali art and literature are neglected in the international arena.
Why not have an event to bring the spirit of Nepal’s innumerable festivals to the wider
world?

The Kathmandu Literary Jatra is an opportunity to showcase Nepal’s growing population
of readers and writers. After being to the Jaipur Literary Festival for several years, the idea
of a literary festival in Nepal did not seem so far-fetched. To the end of making this idea a
reality, the Jatra has been extremely fortunate to have Namita Gokhale as its Festival
Advisor.

The importance of this festival is not only to bring in international writers to Nepal, but also
to have sessions with Nepali writers on pertinent cross-cutting issues. It is an opportunity
for Nepali writers to share a platform with international writers. Nepal’s young and
information-hungry population has few opportunities to participate in intellectual discourses.
This Jatra will provide many such openings. The Jatra is also a quest to balance out the
excessive number of glamour-focused events that dot the annual calendar with something
a little more challenging.

Kai Bird, a Pulitzer Prize winner who spent four years in Nepal and wrote a book here,
inspired this Jatra. Manjushree Thapa, Sanjeev Uprety and Rabi Thapa contributed to the
programming and Suvani Singh’s leadership as Festival Director made this Jatra possible.
Pranab Man Singh and Sristi Bhattarai along with many volunteers have helped in ensuring
the Jatra’s success.

Events like the Jatra would never get far without the support of well wishers and sponsors.
I would like to mention in particular the enthusiasm of Apoorva Srivastava, First Secretary
of the Indian Embassy, for giving us the assurance of a seed fund to make this happen.
We would also like to express our sincere gratitude towards all the sponsors that have
supported us financially and otherwise.

We anticipate your feedback and continued support to make the Kathmandu Literary
Jatra a permanent fixture in Nepal’s cultural calendar.

Sujeev Shakya
Festival Chair
Kathmandu Literary Jatra

Sharing words, sharing ideas
King Pratap Malla, the 17th century patron of the arts, left behind a stone inscribed in
fifteen different languages. These inscriptions acknowledge our multi-lingual heritage. Today,
over a hundred different languages are spoken in Nepal. Many will vanish within a
generation. Many more are fighting for a voice. However, survival alone does not breathe
life into a language. A language comes alive when people use it to understand, translate,
and redefine their worlds.

Historically, Nepali has been the language of a feudal ruling class. Today, the hold of
Nepali over the state apparatus is weakening, and English is rising as the language of
opportunity and global access. However, is it acceptable that we abandon our mother
tongues?

A given language’s literature is the record of its evolution and that of the people that speak
it. Such a literature is a repository of meanings unique to that specific language. The more
languages through which you see the world, the wider the world is for you. The more you
appreciate other languages, the more you understand the diverse heritage that defines
each person you meet.

Accepting our diversity of languages is the only way to create a future Nepal that allows its
people their distinct identities. A tolerant and thriving society needs languages to speak to
each other so that we may know ourselves better, so that we may know our neighbours
better.

We don’t believe languages in Nepal are communicating right now. So what are we doing
about it? We are charting a path towards a celebration of the diversity within our linguistic
heritage. Our sponsors and partners understand the value of what we are trying to achieve.
No amount of thanks will fully express our gratitude towards every person and institution
that has supported this vision. We believe you will continue to find the value of the
Kathmandu Literary Jatra worthy of your patronage over the coming years.

We invite you to this celebration!
Thank you,

Suvani Singh
Festival Director
Kathmandu Literary Jatra

Ven
ue
enue

A: Ruslan Chowk
B: Patan Museum Inner Courtyard
C: NMB Hall
D: Adarsha Kanya Niketan Grounds
E: Manga Hiti

Places to Eat and Drink
Patan Museum Café: Inside the Jatra venue, a lovely restaurant run by Summit Hotel.
Third World: Opposite Patan Museum, serves wholesome Nepali and Newari food.
Honacha: A local joint right next to Third World, for authentic Newari fast food.
Ambience Café: A restaurant with a nice “ambience” right next to Adarsha Kanya
Niketan School, the location of the NMB Hall.
Swotha Kiosk: A refreshing tea shop with a variety of Nepali teas two minutes walk
north of the venue.

Bookshops
Saraswati Bookshop: On the main street in Pulchowk opposite the Institute of
Engineering, visit for a wide range of books.
Patan Bookshop: Right next to Patan Dhoka, with Dhokaima Café attached to it.
Quixote’s Cove: In Jawalakhel, at the beginning of Restaurant Lane.
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Getting to the Venue
A range of public transport options are available, from Safa Tempos that drive right up
to Mangal Bazaar and bus services that will drop you off at either Patan Dhoka,
Pulchowk or Lagankhel. Ask anyone in the general vicinity where Durbar Square is.

Parking
Parking is available in Mangal Bazaar just outside the venue. Other parking areas
include the parking lot outside the Lalitpur Metropolitan Office and around the Patan
Dhoka Bus Park.
We recommend you walk to the venue from the closest parking spot.
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2011
4:00 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

k|hftGqsf] o'udf g]kfnL ;flxTo
uf]kfn cZs, gf/fo0f 9sfn, zf/bf zdf{ / ;+hLj pk|t] L
Ne
pali Liter
atur
e in the Ag
e of Democr
ac
y
Nepali
Litera
ture
Age
Democrac
acy
GOPAL ASHKA, NARAYAN DHAKAL, SHARADA SHARMA AND SANJEEV UPRETY

$^ ;fndf ePsf] ax'bnLo k|hftGqsf] k'g:yf{kgf;Fu} g]kfndf ;~rf/ / ;flxTo If]qn] nfdf] km8\sf] df¥of] . ;of}F
jif{;Dd PstGqLo zf;gåf/f bafOPsf cfjfhx¿n] klxnf]k6s ;flxTo l;h{gfsf] kmfF6df :jtGq kx'r
F kfP . t/ s]
g]kfnL k|sfzsx¿ o; cj;/sf] ;b'kof]u ug{ ;kmn ePsf 5g\ < s] g]kfnL n]vsx¿n] of] :jtGq ;flxTofsfzsf]
d"No p7fpg ;kmn ePsf 5g\ < s] o;af6 g]kfnL ;flxTosf] pGglt ePsf] 5 < o; ;qdf $^ ;fnkl5sf ;flxlTos
/rgfsf u'0ffTds ljZn]if0f ul/g]5 . uf]kfn cZs, gf/fo0f 9sfn / zf/bf zdf{aLr x'g] 5nkmn ;+hLj pk|t] Ln]
;~rfng ug]5
{ g\ .
When democracy was restored in Nepal following the 1990 People’s Movement, Nepal witnessed
a flourishing of media and literature. For the first time in Nepali history, voices suppressed under
centuries of totalitarian rule were able to access an uncensored creative space. But has the
Nepali publishing industry capitalized on this? Have Nepali writers successfully utilized this space?
Has Nepali literature seen major improvements? Taking a wider view, has Nepali democracy
given a voice to the voiceless? This session will reflect on the quality of literary works that have
been produced in Nepal since 1990. Sanjeev Uprety will facilitate a conversation between Gopal
Ashka, Narayan Dhakal and Sharada Sharma.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Gopal Ashka
Gopal Ashka is a writer, poet and translator. He has written several epics, ghazal and song collections, novels,
and critical works in Bhojpuri, Nepali, and Hindi. His publications include the Bhojpuri epic Dhandhor and
Nepali ghazal epic Premanter. He has also translated Dhruba Chandra Gautam’s Alikhit and several of
Balkrishna Sama’s plays from Nepali to Bhojpuri.
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Narayan Dhakal
Narayan Dhakal is the author of critically acclaimed novels Pretkalpa and Durviksha. He has also written a
number of short stories and literary essays.
Sanjeev Uprety
Sanjeev Uprety is a professor at the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu. His
writing appears regularly in newspapers and magazines. He is the author of the critically acclaimed novel,
Ghanchakkar, and a collection of critical essays, Siddhanta ka Kura.
Sharada Sharma
Sharada Sharma is a writer. She has published three collections of poetry, a collection of short stories and
several books of essays. Her most recent publication is a travelogue titled Bhuinphool ko Desh. She currently
writes for Kantipur, a Nepali-language daily based in Kathmandu.
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2011
4:00 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH, NEPALI

Writing and Change
GOPAL THAKUR, RABINDRA MISHRA, SUJEEV SHAKYA AND SARAD
PRADHAN

n]vg / kl/jt{g

uf]kfn 7fs'/, /ljGb| ld>, ;'hLj zfSo / z/b k|wfg

All writing is done with the hope that someone else will read what is written and be influenced by
it. Our education systems are founded on the fundamental belief that people can better themselves
through education and learning. Reading is a critical means through which one learns about new
ideas and concepts. But does it really affect how we think, and can reading bring about paradigm
shifts? Can something be written to change the way people behave, think, and act? Sarad Pradhan
will moderate a discussion between Gopal Thakur, Rabindra Mishra and Sujeev Shakya.

;a} n]vgsf] d"n tfTko{ n]lvPs]f s[lt c¿n] k9]/ To;af6 s]xL xb;Dd k|efljt xf]pg\ eGg] g} xf] . lzIff / l;sfOaf6
JolQmsf] k"0f{ jf}l4s ljsf; x'g;S5 eGg] ljZjf; g} xfd|f] z}lIfs k|0ffnLsf] cfwf/ xf] . k9fO Ps o:tf] dxTjk"0f{
dfWod xf] h;af6 xfdL gofF ljrf/ / l;4fGtx¿;Fu kl/lrt x'G5f}F . s] ;flxTosf] k7gn] ;fFRr} g} xfd|f] ;f]rfOdf 7f];
kl/jt{g NofpF5 < s] dflg;x¿sf] ;f]r, afgLAoxf]/f / lqmofsnfkx¿ g} kl/jt{g ug{;Sg] n]vgsf] l;h{gf ug{ ;Dej
5 < z/b k|wfgn] ;~rfng ug{] 5nkmndf uf]kfn 7fs'/, /ljGb| ld> / ;'hLj zfSon] efu lng]5g\ .

SPEAKER PROFILES
Gopal Thakur
Gopal Thakur is a Constituent Assembly member for the CPN-UML party. He has been the President of the
Language and Folklore Forum Nepal and the Nepal Bhojpuri Academy, the General Secretary of the
Progressive Writers Association, and a senior editor for Radio Nepal.
Rabindra Mishra
Rabindra Mishra is a writer and journalist based in Kathmandu. He is the Head of the BBC Nepali Service. He
is the author of the bestselling Bhumadhyarekha: Arthahinta Bhitra Artha Khojda, a collection of essays on
Nepali politics and society. He is also the Founder President of the largest charitable network of Nepalis, the
HELP NEPAL Network.
Sarad Pradhan
Sarad Pradhan is the media consultant for Nepal Tourism Board and a regular contributor to newspapers and
magazines. He writes on tourism, social issues and literature.
Sujeev Shakya
Sujeev Shakya is the author of the bestselling Unleashing Nepal – Past, Present and Future of the Economy.
He wrote a popular column in the weekly Nepali Times under the pen name Arthabeed from 2001 to 2011. He
chairs both the Nepal Economic Forum and Southasia Trust, the publisher of Himal Southasian. He works in
Kathmandu as the CEO of beed, a consulting and advisory firm.
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2011
5:00 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Unco
vering the Truth
Uncov
TARUN TEJPAL IN CONVERSATION WITH ANAGHA NEELAKANTAN

;To;Ddsf] ljs6 ofqf
t?0f t]hkfn / cgf3f gLns07g jftf{nfkdf
Writer, journalist and publisher Tarun Tejpal has had a long and illustrious career that has seen
BusinessWeek rank him as one of the 50 most powerful people in India. In this session, Anagha
Neelakantan will talk to Tarun Tejpal about his beliefs, his work as a journalist, the sensation
behind Tehelka and his more intimate and reflective times as a writer.

n]vg tyf kqsfl/tfdf VoftL sdfPsf t?0f t]hkfnnfO{ lahg];jLsn] ef/tsf %) zlQmzfnL JolQmsf] ;"rLdf /fv]sf]
lyof] . o; ;qdf cgf3f gLns07g t?0f t]hkfn;Fu pgsf ljrf/, kqsfl/tfsf] cg'ej, txNsf klqsfsf] ;g;gLv]h
Oltxf; tyf n]vssf ¿kdf pgsf] JolQmut hLjg / efjgfsf af/]df jftf{nfk ug]l{ 5g\ .

SPEAKER PROFILES
Anagha Neelakantan
Anagha Neelakantan has previousy worked as a journalist and with the United Nations .
Tarun Tejpal
Tarun Tejpal has worked as a publisher and journalist for over two decades. He made his debut as a novelist in
2006 with the publication of The Alchemy of Desire, which won Le Prix Mille Pages. His second novel, The
Story of My Assassins, was published in 2010. His most recent novel, The Valley of Masks, was released in
August this year.
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2011
5:00 PM, NMB HALL

Pr
esented b
y
Presented
by
Rotar
y Club of Yala
otary

DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

Getting Things Done
KARNA SAKYA INTRODUCED BY PRAFULLA MAN SINGH PRADHAN

sfo{ ;kmntfsf af/]df
s0f{ zfSo,, k|:tf]tf M k|km'Nndfg l;+x k|wfg
Nepal is witnessing a momentous change, within which context it is important that things get
done. While discussions, decisions, and plans need to precede action, the greatest challenge is
always in the implementation. Introduced by Prafulla Man Singh Pradhan, Karna Sakya will share
his thoughts on how Nepalis can get things done and achieve their goals.

P]ltxfl;s kl/jt{gx¿aLrdf plePsf] g]kfnsf] ;d'Ggltsf nflu w]/} sfd ;kmn x'g h?/L 5 . Psflt/ 5nkmn, lg0f{o
/ of]hgf ug{] OsfOx¿aLr ;fdf~h:o cfjZos 5 eg] csf{l] t/ sfof{Gjog kIf ;a}eGbf 7"nf] r'gf}tL /xg]u/]sf] 5 .
s0f{ zfSon] g]kfnL kl/j]zdf s;/L ljljw kl/of]hgfx¿sf] ;kmn sfof{Gjog ug{ ;lsG5 eGg] ljifodf rrf{ ug{5
] g\ .
pgnfO{ k|km'Nndfg l;+x k|wfgn] k|:t't ug{5
] g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Prafulla Man Singh Pradhan
Prafulla Man Singh Pradhan is the president of the Rotary Club of Yala. He works at the United
Nations Human Settlements Programme as Regional Gender and Capacity Building Advisor.
Karna Sakya
Karna Sakya is a tourism entrepreneur, conservationist, and writer. He is the author of Paradise in
our Backyard, and the bestselling Nepali books Soch, Khoj, and Ma Sakchu.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
10:00 AM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Narratives as a Window to History
PATRICK FRENCH , WILLIAM DALRYMPLE AND ADITYA ADHIKARI

syfgsM Oltxf;sf] cfFvL‰ofn

Kofl6s
« k|m] Gr, ljlnod 8fnl/Dkn / cflbTo clwsf/L

The narratives through which we learn history define how we understand ourselves and the societies
we live in. They are integral to shaping our worldviews and defining our relationship with society.
The historian, biographer, and historical novelist, in writing about the past, are thus important in
shaping our future. This session will discuss the importance of narrative and its role in the expression
and interpretation of history. Aditya Adhikari will moderate a discussion between Patrick French
and William Dalrymple.

Oltxf; l;sfpg] syfgsx¿n] xfd|f] JolQmTj / ;dfhsf] :j¿k lgwf{/0f u5{g\ . xfd|f] ;+;f/k|ltsf] b[li6sf]0f ljsf; ug{
/ ;fdflhs ;DaGwaf]w u/fpg syfgsx¿n] dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]Ng] u5{g\ . Oltxf;sf/, hLjgLsf/ / P]ltxfl;s
pkGof;sf n]vsx¿n] ljutsf af/]df n]Vbfn]Vb} xfd|f] eljionfO{ 8f]xf]¥ofO/x]sf x'G5g\ . o; ;qdf syfgssf]
;fGble{stf / Oltxf;sf] k|:t'lt tyf JofVofgdf syfgsn] v]Ng] e"ldsfsf af/]df Kofl6«s k|m] Gr / ljlnod 8fnl/Dkn
aLr 5nkmn x'g5
] . cflbTo clwsf/Ln] 5nkmnsf] ;~rfng ug{5
] g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Aditya Adhikari
Aditya Adhikari used to edit the opinion page of The Kathmandu Post, an English-language daily based in
Kathmandu. He now writes on Nepali politics.
Patrick French
Patrick French is the award-winning author of the acclaimed biography of V.S. Naipaul, The World Is What It
Is. French is also the author of Younghusband: The Last Great Imperial Adventurer; Liberty or Death: India’s
Journey to Independence and Division; Tibet, Tibet: A Personal History of a Lost Land, and most recently,
India: A Portrait.
William Dalrymple
William Dalrymple is an award-winning historian and travel writer. He is the author of White Mughals, which
won the Wolfson Prize for History, as well as seven other books. His latest work is the critically acclaimed
travel narrative Nine Lives: In Search of the Sacred in Modern India, which won the 2010 Asia House Award for
Asian Literature.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
10:00 AM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

gf/LTj / n]vg

clGjsf lu/L, 1fg' kf08], df]ldnf / ;+hLj pk|t] L

Being a Woman, Becoming a Writer
ANBIKA GIRI, GYANU PANDEY, MOMILA AND SANJEEV UPRETY

dlxnf clwsf/ cfGbf]ngn] g]kfnL dlxnfsf] b'/j:yfsf af/]df hgr]tgf k}mnfpg ;kmn ePklg dlxnfx¿n] ljleGg
If]qdf ef]Ug'kg{] n}lËs lje]bsf 36gf cem} ;j{JofkL 5g\ . g]kfnL ;flxTosf] kmfF6df klg dlxnfx¿sf] pkl:ylt Go"g
/xFbc
} fPsf] 5 . pTs[i6 ;flxlTos s[ltx¿ l;h{gf ul//xFbf klg gf/L n]vs k'?if ;dsIfLsf bfFhf]df lk5l8Psf b]lvG5g\ .
g]kfnL ;flxTo If]qdf gf/L ;|i6fx¿n] s:tf r'gf}tLsf] ;fdgf ug{k' 5{ < s] g]kfnL ;dfhdf lg;+sf]r cfˆgf lghL
cg'ejnfO{ ;fj{hlgs ug{ vf]Hg] dlxnfsf nflu c8\rgx¿ cGtlg{lxt 5g\ < ;+hLj pk|t] Ln] ;~rfng ug{] o; ;qdf
g]kfnL ;flxTodf gf/Lx¿sf] pkl:ylt / ;dfhdf o;sf] dxTjsf] af/]df 1fg' kf08], clGjsf lu/L / df]ldnfaLr
jftf{nfk x'g5
] .
While the women’s rights movement has raised awareness of the plight of women in Nepal,
Nepali women still face considerable gender-based discrimination. Women have produced some
brilliant literary works, but their writings remain marginalized compared to those of their male
counterparts. What are the challenges that a woman writer faces in Nepali society? Are there
inherent barriers in Nepali society against female thinkers who write with honesty and dare to
present the private in public? In this session, Sanjeev Uprety will hold a conversation with Anbika
Giri, Gyanu Pandey and Momila on women in Nepali literature as a reflection of their role in
society.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Anbika Giri
Anbika Giri is the author of Communist, a collection of short stories. She is a feature writer for a number of
media publications.
Gyanu Pandey
Gyanu Pandey is a scholar, critic, poet, and journalist. She is a founding member of the women’s literary group
Gunjan and an executive member of the Nepali Writers’ Forum. Her publications include a book-length study of
B.P. Koirala’s writings, and her book Nepali Upanyaas Ma Laingikata is to be released soon.
Momila Joshi
Momila Joshi is a Nepali poet and essayist. She is a winner of the Padmakanya Award and the Nepal Academy
Award for poetry. She is the author of numerous books including Painyu Phulna Thalepachhi, Neelo Neelo
Aakash ra Dui Thopa Aansu, and Ishwor Ko Adalatma Outsiderko Bayan.
Sanjeev Uprety
Sanjeev Uprety is a professor at the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu. His
writing appears regularly in newspapers and magazines. He is the author of the critically acclaimed novel,
Ghanchakkar, and a collection of critical essays, Siddhanta ka Kura.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
11:00 AM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

g]kfnsf efiff M Ps k'ghf{u/0f <
cd[t of]~hg tfdfË, lw/]Gb| k|d] ifL{, uf]kfn 7fs'/, ;'nf]rgf dfgGw/ / o'u kf7s
Langua
ges of Ne
pal: A Ne
wR
enaissance?
Languag
Nepal:
New
Renaissance?
AMRIT YONJAN TAMANG, DHIRENDRA PREMARSHI, GOPAL THAKUR,
SULOCHANA MANANDHAR AND YUG PATHAK

eflifs ljljwtfsf] wgL g]kfndf ;oeGbf w]/} efiff af]lnG5g\ . t/ oLdWo] w]/} efiff klxn] PstGqLo /f0ff zf;gsfn / kl5
k~rfotsfndf g]kfnL efiffsf]] Psnf}6L tfgfzfxLsf] l;sf/ ePsf 5g\ . g]kfnL efiff ;fd|fHosf] k]nfOdf k/]sf oL efiffsf
" wf/df k|jz
] u/]sf
cfˆg} df}lns ;flxlTos Oltxf; / k/Dk/f 5g\ . $^ ;fnsf] hgcfGbf]ngkl5 dfq oL efiffx¿ g]kfnL dn
xg' \ . s] g]kfnL ;fd|fHojfbL efiff xf] < s] g]kfnsf c¿ efiffsf] ;fFRr} kg' hf{u/0f xg' nfu]sf] xf] < cd[t of]~hg tfdfË, lw/]Gb|
k|d] ifL{, uf]kfn 7fs'/ / ;'nf]rgf dfgGw/ aLr x'g] 5nkmndf log} k|Zgx¿ s]nfOg]5g\ . o'u kf7sn] o; ;qsf] ;~rfng
ug{5
] g\ .
Nepal is a diverse country with over 100 distinct languages. However, these languages have long
been silent, first under the totalitarian Rana regime and then under the Panchayat regime. Many
of these languages have a strong literary tradition that suffered under the hegemony of the Nepali
language. It is only after the 1990 People’s Movement that these languages started to rediscover
their voices. This session asks whether Nepali is an imperial language and if the languages of
Nepal can envision a renaissance. Facilitated by Yug Pathak, the session will feature Amrit Yonjan
Tamang, Dhirendra Premarshi, Gopal Thakur and Sulochana Manandhar.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Amrit Yonjan Tamang
Amrit Yonjan Tamang is a linguist who has written extensively on the languages, multilingual education and
linguistic human rights of Nepal. He specializes in Tamang language and literature on which he has over 20
publications. He was the National Technical Advisor (2007-2009) on Multilingual Education Program at the
Ministry of Education.
Dhirendra Premarshi
Dhirendra Premarshi is a poet and writer who writes in both Nepali and Maithili. He has published more than
half a dozen books of fiction and poetry. He has also written and composed numerous songs in Nepali and
Maithili.
Gopal Thakur
Gopal Thakur is a Constituent Assembly member for the CPN-UML party. He has been the President of the
Language and Folklore Forum, Nepal, and the Nepal Bhojpuri Academy, the General Secretary of the
Progressive Writers Association, and a senior editor for Radio Nepal.
Sulochana Manandhar
Sulochana Manandhar is a writer and filmmaker. One of her films was nominated for the International Zebra
Poetry Film Festival 2004 in Germany. Her publications include Anubhuti ka Thopa Haru, a book of poems;
Jhyalkhana, a collection of Newari short stories; Itihas ka Jiuda Pana, a collection of essays; and Tejoshi, a
memoir. She has been associated with Nepal Academy, Madan Puraskar Guthi, and Gunjan, a women’s
literary foundation.
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Yug Pathak
Yug Pathak is a writer and journalist. His first novel Urgen ko Ghoda charts the Maoist insurgency from the
perspective of the ethnic Tamang community.

1

SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
11:00 AM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

The P
ower of Social Media
Po
ANIL CHITRAKAR INTRODUCED BY NAYAN POKHREL SINDHULIYA

;fdflhs ;+rf/dfWodsf] zlQm
clgn lrqsf/, k|:tf]tf M gog kf]v/]n l;Gw'nLo
Social media has proven to be a unique force of global change. Twitter, Facebook, WikiLeaks and
YouTube have become major sources of news and channels through which change is brought
about. From the 2006 People’s Movement to the Arab Spring and more recently the Nepal Unites
Movement, the ability to translate virtual world discussions and decisions into the real world is
proven. In this sense, the power of social media in mobilizing people for a common cause is
unquestioned. Introduced by Nayan Pokhrel Sindhuliya, Ashoka Fellow and social entrepreneur
Anil Chitrakar will talk about the power of social media in tapping into latent frustration and converting
it into positive synergy.

;+;f/e/ ;fdflhs ;+rf/sf dfWodnfO{ kl/jt{gsf] gf}nf] df}lns xltof/sf ¿kdf x]l/Fb5
} . km];a's, l6\j6/, ljsLlnS; /
o'6o\ 'j ;dfrf/sf gofF ;|ft] sf ¿kdf ljsf; x'g'sf ;fy} ;fdflhs ;+u7gsf dfWod ag]sf 5g\ . ;g\ @))^ sf]
hgcfGbf]ngb]lv ut jif{ c/a b]zx¿df cfPsf] k|hftflGqs nx/ / g]kfndf ev{/} dfq ;'? ePsf] æg]kfn o'gfO6\;Æ
cleofgn] ;;fgf sf]7fleqsf sDKo'6/ k|of]ustf{aLrsf] 5nkmnaf6 klg 7"nf7"nf kl/0ffdx¿ cfpg;S5g\ eGg] k|dfl0ft
u/]sf 5g\ . ctM ;femf ;fdflhs nIosf nflu dflg;x¿nfO{ PsLs[t / ;+ul7t u/fpg] ;fdflhs ;+hfnsf] Ifdtfdf
b'O{ dt 5}g . czf]sf k]mnf] / ;fdflhs lrGts clgn lrqsf/n] ;fdflhs dfWodsf] k|of]u u/]/ gsf/fTds ;f]rx¿nfO{
] g\.
s;/L ;sf/fTds cleofgdf 9fNg ;lsG5 eGg] ljifodf rrf{ ug{5
] g\ . pgnfO{ gog kf]v/]n l;Gw'nLon] k|:t't ug{5

SPEAKER PROFILES
Anil Chitrakar
Anil Chitrakar is an Ashoka Fellow and a social entrepreneur. He writes regularly on heritage and the
environment.
Nayan Pokhrel Sindhuliya
Nayan Pokhrel Sindhuliya is a student of international political economy, a poet and a translator.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
12:30 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Ashoka Maur
ya and his Le
gac
y
Maury
Leg
acy
NAYANJOT LAHIRI INTRODUCED BY ROHIT RANJITKAR

czf]s df}os
{ f] k|efj
goghf]t nlx/L, k|:tf]tf M /f]lxt /l~htsf/
Ashoka Maurya and the empire he constructed left a lasting impression on the history of South
Asia. His journey from the bloody war for Kalinga to his conversion to Buddhism and his attempts
at creating imperial cohesion make Ashoka a fascinating character. Introduced by Rohit Ranjitkar,
Nayanjot Lahiri will talk about Ashoka’s legacy in the subcontinent and how much he has shaped
our history.

czf]s df}o{ / pgn] l;h]s
{ f] ;fd|fHon] blIf0f Pl;ofsf] Oltxf;df ulx/f] 5fk 5f]8s
] f] 5 . slnËsf] o'4kl5 pgsf] a'4wd{
u|x0f tyf cfˆgf] ;fd|fHoe/df zflGt / ;befjsf] :yfkgfsf nflu pgsf] k|oTgn] pgnfO{ Ps rfvnfUbf] rl/q agfpF5
. blIf0f Pl;ofsf] Oltxf;df czf]s df}os
{ f] lr/:yfoL k|efjsf af/] goghf]t nlx/Ln] rrf{ ug]l{ 5g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Rohit Ranjitkar
Rohit Ranjitkar is the Nepal Program Director of the Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust, which has been
involved in the restoration of several historically important monuments in the three cities of the Kathmandu
Valley, including several structures in Patan Durbar Square.
Nayanjot Lahiri
Nayanjot Lahiri is a professor and teaches archaeology at the University of Delhi. She is the author of Finding
Forgotten Cities: How the Indus Civilisation was Discovered. She also wrote Pre-Ahom Assam and The
Archaeology of Indian Trade Routes, and edited The Decline and Fall of the Indus Civilization, Ancient India:
New Research, and an issue of World Archaeology titled “The Archaeology of Hinduism”.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
01:30 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

;flxTodf blnt cfjfh
cfx'lt, vu]Gb| ;+uf| n
} f, kL l;jsfdL / ljb'ifL 9'Ën
]
Dalit Voices in Liter
atur
e
Litera
ture
AHUTI, KHAGENDRA SANGRAULA, P. SIVAKAMI AND BIDUSHI DHUNGEL

blIf0f Pl;ofsf blntx¿ k|frLg sfnb]lv g} j0f{ Joj:yfn] l;h]s
{ f] pTkL8gdf k/]sf 5g\ . ztfAbLcf}F nfdf]
pTkL8gkl5 g]kfnsf blnt dfem efUojfb xfaL 5 . Ps bzs cl3;Dd klg 5'jf5't / lje]bsf sf/0f blntx¿
cb[Zo / d"nwf/af6 pk]lIft lyP . b;jif]{] hgo'4kl5 dfq blntx¿sf] cfjfh a'nGb ePsf] 5 . cfh blnt cfjfhsf]
;flxTodf k|ltlglwTj s:tf] k|j[mltsf] 5 < ljb'ifL 9'Ën
] n] ;~rfng ug]{ o; ;qdf cfx'lt, vu]Gb| ;+uf| }nf / kL l;jsfdL
jftf{nfk ug]5
{ g\ .
The Dalits of South Asia have long suffered under the oppression of the caste system. In Nepal,
centuries of oppression have inculcated a fatalistic attitude among the so-called lower castes,
who have been forced into a position of invisibility due to their status as “untouchables”. It is only
recently that the Dalits have started to find a voice. But have they found a voice in Nepali literature?
How have they been represented? Moderated by Bidushi Dhungel, this session will feature Ahuti,
Khagendra Sangraula and P. Sivakami.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Ahuti
Ahuti is a Nepali poet and Dalit activist. His poetry collection Tapasvi ko Geet was published in 1990. Several
of his more recent poems have been published in the literary publications Vipul, Kalam, Janamat and Bedana,
as well as in the weekly Jana Ekata and the monthly Mulyankan. He is a politburo member of the UCPN-Maoist
party.

1

Bidushi Dhungel
Bidushi Dhungel is a journalist and editor with The Kathmandu Post, an English-language daily based in
Kathmandu.
Khagendra Sangraula
Khagendra Sangraula is a popular political satirist and writer who has published short stories, novels,
memoirs, and political commentary. His novel Junkiri ko Sangeet brought the Dalit voice into mainstream
Nepali literature. His latest book is the memoir Aafnai Aankhako Layama.
P. Sivakami
P. Sivakami is the first Tamil dalit woman to write a novel—Pazhaiyana Kazhidalum. A literary and commercial
success, the novel created a stir by taking on patriarchy in the dalit movement. Translated by the author, it was
published in English as The Grip of Change (Orient Longman) 2006. Since then, she has written four novels,
numerous short stories and poems.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
02:30 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD

Pr
esented b
y
Presented
by

DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

The Ne
w Ag
e of Ne
ws
New
Age
News
AKHILESH UPADHYAY, KUNDA DIXIT, MOHAMMED HANIF, TARUN
TEJPAL AND PRASHANT JHA

;dfrf/sf] gofF o'u M Pl;of kmfp08]zgsf] k|:t'lt
clvn]z pkfWofo, s'Gb bLlIft, df]xDdb xlgkm, t?0f t]hkfn / k|zfGt emf

Media in South Asia has witnessed a boom over the past two decades yet journalism remains a
dangerous occupation. With the advent of the Internet and interfaces like Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube, what is the future of the broadsheet? Do these technological interfaces allow for a
greater degree of freedom? How reliable are these new sources of news? What are the benefits
of a free and independent press, or is the idea itself a farce? Facilitated by Prashant Jha, this
session will feature Akhilesh Upadhyay, Kunda Dixit, Mohammed Hanif and Tarun Tejpal.

ljut b'O{ bzsdf ;+rf/ If]qdf ePsf] cet" kj" { j[l4sf afah'b blIf0f Pl;ofdf kqsfl/tf k];f ce}m hf]lvdk0" f{ 5 .
OG6/g]6 clg k]m;a's, l6\j6/ / o'6o\ a' h:tf ;fdflhs ;+hfnx¿sf] laulauL;Fu} k/Dkf/ut ;+rf/ dfWodn] eljiodf
s:tf af6f cFufNnfg\ < s] o:tf gofF k|ljlwsf ;+hfnx¿n] ;fFRr} k];
| :jtGqtfnfO{ a9fjf lbg ;S5g\ < ;dfrf/sf oL
gofF ;|ft] x¿ slt ljZj;gLo / e/kbf{ 5g\ < cfhsf] ljZjdf k|;
] :jtGqtf / lgikIftfn] s:tf] dxTj /fV5 < ls
æ:jtGq / lgikIfÆ cfk}mF df ldYof sNkgf xg' \ < k|zfGt emfn] ;~rfng ug{] o; ;qdf clvn]z pkfWofo, s'Gb bLlIft,
df]xDdb xlgkm / t?0f t]hkfn aLr 5nkmn xg' 5
] .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Akhilesh Upadhyay
Akhilesh Upadhyay is the Editor of The Kathmandu Post, an English-language daily based in Kathmandu.
Kunda Dixit
Kunda Dixit is the Editor and Publisher of Nepali Times, an English-language weekly based in Kathmandu. He
is the author of the media handbook, Dateline Earth, and compiled the photographic trilogy on the Nepal
conflict, A People War.

1

Mohammed Hanif
Mohammed Hanif is a journalist, playwright, and novelist. His first novel, A Case of Exploding Mangoes, was
longlisted for the Man Booker prize, and shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Prize and the Commonwealth
Writers’ Prize. Hanif has also written plays for the stage and for BBC radio, and the screenplay for the feature
film The Long Night. He is currently a special correspondent for the BBC and lives in Karachi, Pakistan.
Prashant Jha
Prashant Jha is the Nepal correspondent of The Hindu newspaper and a political writer for The Kathmandu
Post. He was a weekly columnist for Nepali Times between 2007 and early 2011. His areas of interest include
Nepal’s political transition, the transformation of the Maoists, the Madhesi Movement, and India-Nepal
relations.
Tarun Tejpal
Tarun Tejpal has worked as a publisher and journalist for over two decades. He is the Editor-in-Chief of
Tehelka and has been named among “India’s 50 Most Powerful People” by BusinessWeek. He made his
debut as a novelist in 2006 with The Alchemy of Desire, which won Le Prix Mille Pages. His second novel, The
Story of My Assassins, was published in 2010. His most recent novel, The Valley of Masks, was released in
August of this year.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
03:30 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Bridging the Langua
ge Di
vide
Languag
Divide
ALKA SARAOGI, NAMITA GOKHALE, YUYUTSU R.D. SHARMA AND
ANMOLE PRASAD

cGtef{ifLo b"/L / o;sf] ;dfwfg

cNsf ;f/fcf]uL, gldtf uf]vn], o'oT' ;' cf/=8L= zdf{ / cGdf]n k|;fb

South Asia is linguistically rich but its languages remain largely insulated from each other. Each
language has a unique way of viewing the world and has its own stories to tell. To share these
stories and maintain our linguistic vibrancy, these languages need to start speaking to each other
and to the world at large. Can the English language bridge this divide? This session focuses on
whether the English language is a useful tool in preserving these languages or whether it actually
endangers them. Moderated by Anmole Prasad, the session will feature Alka Saraogi, Namita
Gokhale and Yuyutsu R.D. Sharma.

eflifs ljljwtfdf wgL blIf0f Pl;ofsf efiffx¿ aLr eg] 7"nf] b'/L /lxcfPsf] 5 . k|To]s efiffsf] ;+;f/nfO{ x]g]{ df}lns
b[li6sf]0f x'G5, cfˆg} syf x'G5g\ . oL eflifs ljljwtfnfO{ ;+/If0f ub{} cl3 a9\g efiffefiff aLr clg oL efiff / afXo
;+;f/ aLr cGtlq{mof ckl/xfo{ 5 . s] c+uh
]| L efiffn] :yfgLo efiff aLr JofKt b/" L 36fpg ;S5 < o; ;qdf c+uh
]| L
efiffn] :yfgLo efiffx¿ aLrsf] b"/L 36fP/ logsf] ;+/If0fdf 6]jf lbG5 jf cfˆgf] k|eT' j hdfP/ cem} 7"nf] r'gf}tL k|:t't
u5{ eGg] ;jfndf cGtlq{mof x'g5
] . cGdf]n k|;fbn] ;~rfng ug{] o; cGtlq{mofdf cNsf ;f/fcf]uL, gldtf uf]vn] /
o'oT' ;' cf/=8L= zdf{ ;xefuL xg' 5
] g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Anmole Prasad
Anmole Prasad writes from Kalimpong and earns a living as a lawyer. He is one of the translators of Indra
Bahadur Rai’s short story collection, Gorkhas Imagined.
Alka Saraogi
Alka Saraogi is a writer of Hindi fiction based in Kolkata. Her first novel, Kali-Katha: via Bypass, traces the fifty
years of India’s independence through a fifth-generation migrant family, and won her the Sahitya Akademi
Award. It has been translated into several languages, including English.
Namita Gokhale
Namita Gokhale is a writer and publisher. She has written five novels and two works of non-fiction, including
the critically acclaimed satire Paro: Dreams of Passion, which she followed up this year with Priya: In
Incredible Indyaa. Gokhale is the founder of Translating Bharat, a series of conferences and literary events on
translation, and a director at Yatra Books. She is one of the founders of the Jaipur Literature Festival, and codirects it annually. She is the Festival Advisor to the Kathmandu Literary Jatra.
Yuyutsu RD Sharma
Yuyutsu RD Sharma is a poet and translator. He has written collections of poetry, a travelogue, and translated
several anthologies of contemporary Nepali poetry into English. His publications include the book Annapurnas
& Stains of Blood: Life, Travel and Writing a Page of Snow, and the poetry collections Nepal Trilogy and
Annapurna Poems.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
03:30 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

Immer
sed in Ne
pali Liter
atur
e
Immersed
Nepali
Litera
ture
ABHI SUBEDI INTRODUCED BY AMMARAJ JOSHI

g]kfnL ;flxTodf 88'a]as
] f] hLjg
cle ;'jb] L k|:tf]tf M cDd/fh hf]zL
Abhi Subedi is one of the biggest names in Nepali literature. Over his long career as a professor
and author, he has interacted with almost all of Nepal’s greatest writers. In this lecture, he will
share his many experiences with other Nepali writers and poets as one who has immersed himself
into the Nepali literary scene. Providing keen insights into the Nepali literary scene’s past, he will
illuminate its future direction. Subedi will be introduced by Ammaraj Joshi.

g]kfnL efiff / ;flxTosf]] kmfF6df cle ;'jb] Lsf] a]Un} VoftL 5 . k|fWofks tyf n]vssf] x}l;otdf ;'jb] Ln] g]kfnL
;flxTosf d"wG{ o AolQmTjx¿;+u 3'nldn ug]{ df}sf kfPsf 5g\ . o; ;qdf ;'jb] Ln] g]kfnL ;flxTodf 8'as
] f] cfˆgf]
hLjgdf g]kfnL n]vs tyf sljx¿;+usf] ;DaGwsf] af/]df rrf{ ug]5
{ g\ . g]kfnL efiff / ;flxTosf] /f]rs Oltxf; /
] g\ .
o;sf] eljio af/] cfˆgf] larf/ /fVg] 5g\ . pgnfO{ cDd/fh hf]zLn] k|:t't ug{5

SPEAKER PROFILES
Ammaraj Joshi
Ammaraj Joshi is a writer and chairs the English Department at Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu. He has
published a collection of short stories called A Night’s Drama.
Abhi Subedi
Abhi Subedi is a well-known poet, playwright, and essayist. He has published thirteen books in English and
Nepali. He is the writer of the popular plays Thamel ko Yatra; Jivan Dekhi Jivan Samma; Mayadevi ka Sapana
and Fire in the Monastery. He is also the writer of the celebrated poetry collection Kathmandu Odyssey.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
04:30 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

åGå / g]kfnL ;flxTo

uf]kfn cZs, uf]ljGb jt{dfg, vu]Gb| ;ª\uf| n
} f / gf/fo0f jfUn]

Insurgency and Nepali Literature
GOPAL ASHKA, GOVINDA BARTAMAN, KHAGENDRA SANGRAULA AND NARAYAN WAGLE

;g\ !(() sf] bzsdf ;'? ePsf] dfcf]jfbL ljb|fx] n] g]kfnL ;dfhsf j}olQms / ;fd'lxs lrGtgdf ulx/f] k|efj kf¥of] . o;
ljb|fx] n] ;g\ @))^ sf] hgcfGbf]ngnfO{ phfu/ ug's
{ f ;fy} To;kl5sf dw]; / hghftL cfGbf]ngsf nflu dfu{kz
| :t u¥of]
. oL cfGbf]ngx¿n] g]kfnL klxrfgsf syfgsdf gofF cfofd ylklbP . w]/} n]vsx¿n] dfcf]jfbL ljb|fx] / ljleGg hftLo
cfGbf]ngsf ljljw kIfnfO{ ;d]6g\ ] k|of; u/]sf 5g\ . o; ;qdf åGå / ljb|fx] sf P]ltxfl;s 36gfqmdx¿sf] g]kfnL ;flxTodf
k|of]u / To;sf c;/x¿sf] af/]df 5nkmn x'g5
] . s] of] /fhgLlts c:tJo:ttfaf6 g]kfnL ;flxTodf gofF syfgssf] pbo
ePsf] 5 < gf/fo0f jfUn]n] ;~rfng ug]{ o; 5nkmndf uf]kfn cZs, uf]ljGb jt{dfg / vu]Gb| ;ª\uf| n
} fn] efu lng]5g\ .
The decade-long Maoist insurgency that began in the 1990s had a major impact on the collective
and individual psyche of Nepalis. The insurgency led to the 2008 People’s Movement and also set
the scene for the Madhes and Janjati movements. These movements have completely realigned
and redefined the hitherto dominant narrative in Nepal. Several writers have sought to express
and capture the various facets of the insurgency and these movements in their writing. This
session will discuss how these historical events have featured in and influenced Nepali literature.
It will ask whether new narratives have emerged from the chaos. Moderated by Narayan Wagle,
the session will feature a discussion between Gopal Ashka, Govinda Bartaman and Khagendra
Sangraula.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Gopal Ashka
Gopal Ashka is a writer, poet and translator. He has written several epics, ghazal and song collections, novels,
and critical works in Bhojpuri, Nepali and Hindi. His publications include the Bhojpuri epic Dhandhor and
Nepali ghazal epic Premanter. He has also translated Jagadish Ghimire’s Antarmanko Yatra and several of
Balkrishna Sama’s plays from Nepali to Bhojpuri.
Govinda Bartaman
Govinda Bartaman is a poet, critic, and journalist. He was actively involved in the “Street Poetry Revolution”
that protested against the Panchayat regime in the 1980s. His involvement in the struggle for democracy
continued during the democratic movements of 1990 and 2006. He was one of the first Nepali writers to deal
with the war, in Sohra Sanjhharu, a memoir of his travels during the 2002 ceasefire.
Khagendra Sangraula
Khagendra Sangraula is a popular political satirist and writer who has published short stories, novels,
memoirs, and political commentary. His novel Junkiri ko Sangeet brought the Dalit voice into mainstream
Nepali literature. His latest book is the memoir Aafnai Aankhako Layama.
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Narayan Wagle
Narayan Wagle is the Editor of Nagarik, a Nepali-language daily, and one of Nepal’s most respected
journalists. His bestselling Nepali novel, Palpasa Café, was published by Nepa-laya in 2005 and received the
Madan Puraskar, Nepal’s most prestigious literary prize. It has been translated into English and Korean.
Wagle’s second novel, Mayur Times, also deals with the impact of the civil war on innocent Nepalis.

SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
04:30 PM, NMB HALL

Pr
esented b
y
Presented
by

DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Open Minds: Libr
aries and Treasur
e
Libraries
easure
Troves of Stories
SHAZIA OMAR, AKSHAY PATHAK AND RESHU ARYAL DHUNGANA

km/flsnf] ;f]r M k':tsfnox¿ / syfsf] cyfx e08f/
zflhof cf]df/, cIfo kf7s / /]z' cof{n 9'Ëfgf
The extremism we see in the world today is a reflection of our conditioning to a singular narrative
of discrimination and hatred. The best way to battle this is to emphasize the existence of multiple
narratives. Such open-mindedness must be inculcated at a young age through children’s literature
and libraries. This session will discuss just how important it is for us to prioritize the development
of children’s literature and libraries for both children and adults. Reshu Aryal Dhungana will be
moderating a discussion between Shazia Omar and Akshay Pathak.

cfhsf] xfd|f] ;dfh d'VotM e]befj / 3[0ffsf] Psn syfgsnfO{ cFufNg] k|jl[ Qs} pTkfbg xf] . afn;flxTosf] dfWodaf6
;fg} pd]/b]lv xfd|f gfgLx¿nfO{ syfgsx¿ dfemsf] leGgtf / ;xcl:tTjsf] af/]df a'emfP/dfq} o:tf] c;lxi0f' /
3[0ffk"hs k|jl[ Qsf] k|ltsf/ ug{ ;lsG5 . o; ;qdf /]z' cof{n 9'Ëfgfn] afn;flxTo / k':tsfnosf] dxTjaf/] cIfo
kf7s / zflhof cf]df/;Fu jftf{nfk ug]l{ 5g\ .

SPEAKER PROFILES
Akshay Pathak
Akshay Pathak is the Director of the German Book Office, New Delhi, a joint venture between the Frankfurt
Book Fair and the Federal Foreign Office of Germany. Pathak writes regularly on issues concerning the book
industry.
Reshu Aryal Dhungana
Reshu Aryal Dhungana is the Director of Program and Communications at Ullens School, Lalitpur.
Shazia Omar
Shazia Omar is a social psychologist and writer based in Bangladesh. Her debut novel, Like a Diamond in the
Sky, was released in August 2009.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
05:30 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

The East India Company, the
Mughals, and the Gorkhali Empire
WILLIAM DALRYMPLE IN CONVERSATION WITH KANAK MANI DIXIT

O:6 Ol08of sDkgL, d'un tyf uf]vf{nL ;fd|fHo
ljlnod 8fnl/Dkn / sgsdl0f bLlIft jftf{nfkdf

The Gorkhali Empire was established as the Mughal Empire was declining and the role of the
British in India was growing. This session will feature a conversation between William Dalrymple
and Kanak Mani Dixit on the historical events that led to British rule over India, the Anglo-Nepal
war, and the 1857 Mutiny.

ef/tdf d'un ;fd|fHosf] ktg tyf a]nfotsf] k|e'Tj a9\bu} bf{ lxdfnosf] k]mbLdf uf]vf{nL ;fd|fHosf] pbo x'bF l} yof] .
o; ;qdf ljlnod 8fnl/Dkn / sgsdl0f bLlIft ef/tdfly a[l6;sf] sAhf, P+Unf]–g]kfn o'4 / !*%& sf] l;kfxL
ljKnjsf af/] rrf{ ug]5
{ g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Kanak Mani Dixit
Kanak Mani Dixit is the Editor of the monthly magazine Himal Southasian. His books include Dekheko Muluk,
Peace Politics of Nepal and the popular children’s book Bhaktaprasad Bhyaguto: Adventures of a Nepali Frog.
Dixit is also the Chair of the Film Southasia documentary festival.
William Dalrymple
William Dalrymple is an award-winning historian and travel writer. He is the author of White Mughals, which
won the Wolfson Prize for History, as well as seven other books. His latest work is the critically acclaimed
travel narrative Nine Lives: In Search of the Sacred in Modern India, which won the 2010 Asia House Award for
Asian Literature.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
10:00 AM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

g]kfnL ljZjljBfnodf /fhgLlt

uug yfkf, dg';L odL e§/fO{, /fd s'df/L emfFqmL / k|To'if jGt

Politics in Nepali Universities
GAGAN THAPA, MANUSHI YAMI BHATTARAI, RAM KUMARI JHAKRI AND PRATYOUSH ONTA

g]kfnsf ;/sf/L ljZjljBfnox¿ nfdf] ;dob]lv dxTjk"0f{ /fhgLlts :ynsf ¿kdf :yflkt 5g\ . ljZjljBfnox¿
/fhgLlts lqmofsnfk / /fhgLlts bnx¿sf] sfo{stf{ etL{sf nflu k|d'v s]Gb| klg ag]sf 5g\ . t/ /fhgLlts ptf/
r9fjx¿n] oL z}lIfs ;+:yfn] lbg] lzIffsf] u'0f:t/df gsf/fTds c;/ kf5{g\ . s] /fhgLlts bnx¿nfO{ ljBfyL{dfly
j}rfl/s /fhgLlt nfb\g] clwsf/ 5 < s] ljZjljBfnodf egf{ ePsf ljBfyL{n] :jtGq¿kn] ljleGg /fhgLlts ljrf/x¿
cFufn]/ jf}l4s / kl/kSj 5nkmn ug{;Sg] cj:yf 5 < o; ;qdf uug yfkf, /fd s'df/L emfFqmL / dg';L odL e§/fO{
] . k|To'if jGtn] 5nkmnsf]
aLr ljZljBfnodf x'g] /fhgLltsf ;sf/fTds / gsf/fTds kIfsf af/]df 5nkmn x'g5
;~rfng ug{5
] g\ .
Nepal’s university campuses, especially those operated by the state, are political hotbeds. They
are centres of political activism and recruitment. This has come at a cost, affecting the quality of
education provided. Are the political parties within their rights to enforce political ideologies upon
students? Do students who enter these universities have the liberty to freely choose between, and
intellectually engage with, these political ideas? In this session, Pratyoush Onta will moderate a
discussion between Gagan Thapa, Manushi Yami Bhattarai and Ram Kumari Jhakri on the pros
and cons of student political activism within universities.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Pratyoush Onta
Pratyoush Onta is a historian based at Martin Chautari in Kathmandu. He has co-edited several books related
to the history of radio in Nepal. He is also the Editor of the journal Studies in Nepali History and Society and
Media Adhyayan.
Manushi Yami Bhattarai
Manushi Yami Bhattarai is the Secretary of the Free Students’ Union at Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu and a
Central Committee member of ANNISU (Revolutionary), student wing of the UCPN-Maoist party.
Ram Kumari Jhakri
Ram Kumari Jhakri was the National President of the All Nepal National Free Students Union (ANNFSU) from
2008 to 2010. She remains active in the CPN-UML party.
Gagan Thapa
Gagan Thapa is a member of the Constitutent Assembly and a youth leader of the Nepali Congress party.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
10:00 AM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH, HINDI

Kali-K
atha: via Bypass
ali-Ka
ALKA SARAOGI IN CONVERSATION WITH UDAY ADHIKARI

sln syf M jÞfof afOkf;
afOkf;f

cnsf ;f/fcf]uL / pbo clwsf/L jftf{nfkdf

Alka Saraogi’s first novel Kali-Katha: via Bypass traces fifty years of India’s independence through
a fifth-generation Rajasthani migrant family in Kolkata. Uday Adhikari will talk to Alka Saraogi
about the process of writing and research on the various themes she explores in her novel.

cnsf ;f/fcf]uLsf] klxnf] pkGof; sln syf M jÞfof afOkf;n] snsQfdf a:g] /fh:yfgL kl/jf/sf] kl/j]z leqaf6
ef/tsf] :jtGqtfkl5sf krf; jif{sf] oyfy{nfO{ s]nfpF5 . pkGof;df rrf{ ul/Psf ljljw kf6fx¿sf] af/]df n]Vg s]
s:tf] cWoog cg';Gwfg ug'k{ ¥of] eGg] af/]df pbo clwsf/Ln] n]lvsf cnsf ;f/fcf]uL;Fu jftf{nfk ug]5
{ g\ .

SPEAKER PROFILES
Alka Saraogi
Alka Saraogi is a writer of Hindi fiction based in Kolkata. Her first novel, Kali-Katha: via Bypass, traces the fifty
years of India’s independence through a fifth-generation migrant family, and won her the Sahitya Akademi
Award. It has been translated into several languages, including English.
Uday Adhikari
Uday Adhikari is a translator and lecturer at Makwanpur Multiple Campus, Hetauda.

20

SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
11:00 AM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

The Man Behind the Wor
ds
ords
JUG SURAIYA IN CONVERSATION WITH DUBBY BHAGAT

cleJolQm / n]vs

hu ;'/o} f / 8AaL eut jftf{nfkdf

Writer, columnist and satirist, Jug Suraiya is one of the biggest names in Indian journalism. He
will be in conversation with lifelong friend and fellow columnist and food critic Dubby Bhagat.

n]vs, :tDesf/ tyf Joª\Uosf/ hu ;'/o} f ef/tLo kqsfl/tfdf d"wG{ o gfd x'g\ . cfˆgf lk|o ldq, n]vs tyf
:tDesf/ 8AaL eut;Fu hu ;'/o} f cGt/Ë jftf{nfk ug]5
{ g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Dubby Bhagat
Dubby Bhagat is a journalist and contributes regularly to newspapers and magazines in Kathmandu. He cowrote Down History’s Narrow Lanes: Sketches and Myths of the Kathmandu Valley.
Jug Suraiya
Jug Suraiya is a journalist, author, and columnist based in Delhi. He is known for his humorous and satirical
columns and currently writes the column Jugular Vein for the Times of India. A selection of his columns have
been published in the book Juggling Act.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
11:00 AM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

;sDa/L b]lv ;'lDgdf M g]kfnL ;flxTodf gf/L kfq
1fg' kf08], j[mi0f w/fjf;L, ;'wf lqkf7L / cr{gf yfkf
Sakambari to Sumnima: F
emale Char
acter
s in Moder
n Ne
pali No
vels
Female
Character
acters
Modern
Nepali
Nov
KRISHNA DHARABASI, NAYAN RAJ PANDEY, SUDHA TRIPATHI AND ARCHANA THAPA

g]kfnL ;flxTosf s}of}+ pTj[mi6 /rgfx¿df dlxnf kfqsf] dxTjk"0f{ :yfg /x]sf] 5 . oLdWo] clwsf+z kfqx¿ k'?if
n]vsåf/f /lrPsf 5g\ . xfd|f pkGof;df dlxnf kfqsf] lrq0f s:tf] k|jm[ ltsf] 5 < slQsf ;6Ls 5g\ oL rl/qx¿ <
g]kfnL ;dfhsf ljleGg txsf dlxnf kfqsf] lrq0f pgLx¿sf] ;fdflhs–cfly{s kl/l:yltsf] oyfy{;uF slQsf] d]n
vfG5g\ < pkGof;x¿n] dlxnf hLjgLk|lt Gofo u/]sf 5g\ < ls dlxnfx¿n] ef]lu/fv]sf cGofonfO{ ;Daf]wg ug]{
dfWoddfq ag]sf 5g\ < of] ;qn] g]kfnL dlxnfsf] rl/q, z/L/, lrGtg / cfTdfnfO{ g]kfnL ;flxTodf s;/L ;Daf]wg
ul/Psf] 5 eGg] k|ZgnfO{ s]nfpg] 5 .
Female characters have played a prominent role in many of Nepali literature’s finest works.
Many of these characters have been created by male authors: how truthfully do they
represent the plurality of Nepali women’s experiences? Do they in any way seek to address
the injustices Nepali women suffer? This session will explore how the female character –
mind, body, and soul – has been represented in Nepali literature. Moderated by Archana
Thapa, it will feature Krishna Dharabasi, Nayan Raj Pandey and Sudha Tripathi.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Archana Thapa
Archana Thapa is an independent scholar and freelance writer. She runs the publishing house Akshar
Creations. She edited Telling a Tale, a collection of personal narratives by women, and is currently working on
a collection of personal narratives by women in Nepali.

1

Krishna Dharabasi
Krishna Dharabasi is the pen name of writer Krishna Prasad Bhattarai. He has written a number of novels,
short stories, and essay collections. His novel Radha has won the Madan Puraskar, the most prestigious
award in Nepali literature.
Nayan Raj Pandey
Nayan Raj Pandey is the writer of the novel Ullar and a number of screenplays.
Sudha Tripathi
Sudha Tripathi is a writer from Soonkhani in Dolakha. She is the author of Jeevansutra ra Swapnabhas, a
collection of essays, and Jiraha Bartaman, a collection of poems. She chairs the Abhyutthan Mahila Sahitya
Pratishthan.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
12:30 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

Chittadhar Hrida
ya and the Ne
war
Hriday
New
Bhasa R
enaissance
Renaissance
SUBARNA MAN TULADHAR INTRODUCED BY PRAWIN ADHIKARI

lrQw/ x[bo tyf g]jf/ efiffsf] k'ghf{u/0f
;'j0{ fdfg t'nfw/, k|:tf]tf M k|jL0f clwsf/L
The Newar language has a rich history. The poet and writer Chittadhar Hridaya was one of the
greatest literary figures in Newar literature in the 20th century. Jailed along with Siddhicharan
Shrestha and Phatte Bahadur Singh in the 1940s for producing work in the Newar language, he
was one of the members of the Newar Bhasa Renaissance. During his ten-year imprisonment he
produced his magnum opus, Sugata Saurabha, an epic poem on the life of the Buddha. Subarna
Man Tuladhar will speak on the poet and his times. He will be introduced by Prawin Adhikari.

g]jf/ efiff / ;flxTosf] ;d[4 / k|frLg Oltxf; 5 . n]vs tyf slj lrQw/ Åbo g]jf/ efiffsf] Oltxf;df clåtLo
ul/df ePsf JolQm x'g\ . /f0ffsfndf g]jf/ efiffdf n]va] fkt\ l;l4r/0f >]i7 tyf kmQ]axfb'/l;+x;Fu} h]n ;hfo ef]us
] f
Åbo g]jf/ efiff k'ghf{u/0f cleofgdf cu|kl+ Qmsf ljrf/s lyP . bz jif]{ h]n a;fOdf pgn] a'4sf] hLjgLdf cfwfl/t
dxfsfJo ;'ut ;f}/esf] /rgf u/] . ;'j0f{dfg t'nfw/n] slj Åbo tyf pgsf j[mltx¿sf] af/]df af]Ng]5g\ . k|jL0f
clwsf/Ln] ;'j0{ fdfg t'nfw/nfO{ k|:t't ug]5
{ g\ .

SPEAKER PROFILES
Prawin Adhikari
Prawin Adhikari is a translator, and a writer of short fiction and screenplays.
Subarna Man Tuladhar
Subarna Man Tuladhar is the co-translator from Newari to English of Sugata Saurabha, an epic poem on the
life of the Buddha by Newari poet Chittadhar Hridaya.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
01:30 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Book Mar
kets: Local Scope
Mark
Scope,, Global
Ambitions
AKSHAY PATHAK, KIRAN KRISHNA SHRESTHA, SHAZIA OMAR AND
SUJEEV SHAKYA

:yfgLo ahf/ M :yfgLo ;Defjgf, /fli6«o dxTjfsf+Iff
cIfo kf7s, ls/0f j[mi0f >]i7, zflhof cf]df/ / ;'hLj zfSo

South Asia is known for its teeming marketplaces where anything and everything is sold. Books
are essential commodities within national markets. Some books sell because they are deemed
intellectual. Others sell because the masses want them. How does the choice of reading materials
bought and sold in these markets reflect the larger intellectual consciousness of a nation? Sujeev
Shakya will moderate a discussion with Akshay Pathak, Kiran Krishna Shrestha and Shazia Omar.

blIf0f Pl;ofsf ahf/sf] le8df h] klg a]lrG5g\, h] klg lsGg kfOG5 . /fli6«o cy{tGqdf lstfasf] ahf/n] klg
dxTjk"0f{ 7fpF cf]u6]sf] x'G5 . s'g} lstfa af}l4stfsf] bf];Nnf cf]9s
] fn] laS5g\ . s'g} lstfa kmut ahf/sf] dfus}
e/df laS5g\ . ahf/df lslgg] / a]lrg] lstfax¿ / To; b]zsf] /fli6«o r]tgf clg dxTjfsf+Iff aLr s:tf] ;fOgf]
;DaGw x'G5 < ;'hLj zfSon] ;~rfng ug]{ o; ;qdf ls/0f j[mi0f >]i7 / zflhof cf]df/n] o;} ljifodf rrf{ ug]5
{ g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Akshay Pathak
Akshay Pathak is the Director of the German Book Office, New Delhi, a joint venture between the Frankfurt
Book Fair and the Federal Foreign Office of Germany. Pathak writes regularly on issues concerning the book
industry.
Kiran Krishna Shrestha
Kiran Krishna Shrestha heads Nepa-laya, an organization that promotes music, books, and documentaries.
Nepa-laya’s publications include Narayan Wagle’s bestselling Palpasa Café and Kunda Dixit’s photobook
series A People War.
Shazia Omar
Shazia Omar is a social psychologist and writer based in Bangladesh. Her debut novel, Like a Diamond in the
Sky, was released in August 2009.
Sujeev Shakya
Sujeev Shakya is the author of the bestselling Unleashing Nepal – Past, Present and Future of the Economy.
He wrote a popular column in the weekly Nepali Times under the pen name Arthabeed from 2001 to 2011. He
chairs both the Nepal Economic Forum and Southasia Trust, the publisher of Himal Southasian. He works in
Kathmandu as the CEO of beed, a consulting and advisory firm.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
02:30 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

Ne
pali Liter
atur
e be
yond Ne
pal
Nepali
Litera
ture
bey
Nepal
DEVENDRA BHATTARAI, I. B. RAI, SUSAN WATEN AND UJJWAL
PRASAI

g]kfn aflx/ g]kfnL ;flxTo
b]jG] b| e§/fO{, OGb| axfb'/ /fO{, ;'hg jf6]g / pHhjn k|;f+O{
There is a long history of Nepali people migrating beyond Nepal’s borders in search of a better
life. Nepali speakers in the region now extend from Kumaoni through Nepal, Darjeeling, Bhutan,
Assam and Burma. Can Nepali claim to have become a regional language in the north-eastern
regions of South Asia? More recent migratory trends have established Nepali-language speaking
pockets around the world, in the Middle East, the Asia-Pacific, Europe, and America. What sort of
writing has emerged from Nepali language speakers in the South Asian region and the global
diaspora? Ujjwal Prasai will facilitate a discussion between Devendra Bhattarai, I. B. Rai and
Susan Waten.

;d[4 hLjgsf] vf]hLdf k/b]l;g] k/Dk/fsf] g]kfndf nfdf] Oltxf; 5 . cfh s'dfpFbl] v g]kfn eP/ bflh{lnª, e'6fg / cf;fd
x'bF } adf{;Dd g]kfnL af]Ng] hg;+Vof km}lnPsf] 5 . s] o;n] g]kfnLnfO{ blIf0f Pl;ofsf] pQ/–k"jL{ e]udf If]qLo efiffsf ¿kdf
:yflkt ul/;s]sf] 5 < s]xL bzs otf b]lvPsf gofF a;fOF;/fO k|jl[ Qn] dWok"j,{ Pl;ofk|zfGt, o'/f]k / cd]l/sfdf
klg g]kfnL efifL s]Gb|x¿ :yfkgf u/]sf] 5 . blIf0f Pl;of / ljZjsf g]kfnL af]lng] cGo 7fpFx¿af6 s:tf k|sf/sf n]vg
lgl:sPsf 5g\ < b]jG] b| e§/fO{, OGb| axfb'/ /fO{ / ;'hg jf6]g aLrsf] jftf{nfk pHHjn k|;fO{n] ;+rfng ug{5
] g\ .

SPEAKER PROFILES
Devendra Bhattarai
Devendra Bhattarai is the author of Registan Diary, a critically acclaimed book on Nepali migrant workers in
the Middle East and the book Srasta ra Samaya, an anthology of the profiles of Nepali writers. He currently
works as a journalist and editor at Kantipur National Daily in Kathmandu.
Indra Bahadur Rai
Indra Bahadur Rai is an Indian Nepali writer and literary critic from Darjeeling. He is the author of the
acclaimed novel, Aja Ramita Chha and was the first recipient of the Sahitya Akademi Award in Nepali in 1976
for his book Upanyaska Adhar Haru. He is one of the founders of the Tesro Ayam Literary Movement.
Susan Waten
Susan Waten is a newspaper columnist, poet and writer and the founder director of Holiday Abode for Writers
and Artists (HAWA), Dimapur. She has published three books.
Ujjwal Prasai
Ujjwal Prasai is an editor at The Kathmandu Post.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
02:30 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

Maithili: A Liter
ar
y Histor
y
Literar
ary
History
RAJENDRA BIMAL INTRODUCED BY DHIRENDRA PREMARSHI

d}lynL M Ps ;flxlTos Oltxf;
/fh]Gb| ljdn, k|:tf]tf M wL/]Gb| k|d
] lif{
Maithili is an ancient language with a rich cultural and literary history. However, it has long been
ignored and suppressed by Nepali-language speaking communities in Nepal, where it has always
been considered an Indian language. However, this is changing with the secularization and opening
up of Nepal. Rajendra Bimal will talk about the history of Maithili literature. He will be introduced
by Dhirendra Premarshi.

;d[4 ;flxlTos Oltxf; ePsf] d}lynL Ps k|rLg efiff eP klg g]kfnL efifLx¿n] nfdf] ;dob]lv d}lynLnfO{ pk]Iff
u/]sf 5g\, bafP/ /fv]sf 5g\ . t/ @)^# ;fnsf] kl/jt{g otf d}lynLn] g]kfnsf efiffdfem cfˆgf] ;d'lrt :yfg kfpg
yfn]sf] 5 . o; ;qdf 8f= /fh]Gb| ljdnn] d}lynL ;flxTosf] Oltxf; tyf ul/dfdfly k|sfz kfg]5
{ g\ . wL/]Gb| k|d
] lif{n]
jQmf / ljifosf] kl/ro lbg]5g\ .

SPEAKER PROFILES
Dhirendra Premarshi
Dhirendra Premarshi is a poet and writer who works in both Nepali and Maithili. He has published more than
half a dozen books of fiction and poetry. He has also written and composed numerous songs in Nepali and
Maithili.
Rajendra Bimal
Rajendra Bimal is a retired university teacher, freelance social researcher, and author of more than a dozen
books. He has been awarded the Jagadambashree Award for his contributions to Nepali literature.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
03:30 PM, NMB HALL
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH, NEPALI

Bio
graphies Na
tional and Indi
vidual
Biog
National
Individual
PATRICK FRENCH IN CONVERSATION WITH RABI THAPA

hLjgL n]vg M /fi6« / JolQmsf]
Kofl6«s k|m] Gr / /lj yfkf jftf{nfkdf
Patrick French has given us the acclaimed biographies of such diverse personalities as the writer
and traveller V.S. Naipaul and the traveller and writer Francis Younghusband. But if we are to take
to heart Thomas Carlyle’s pronouncement that “history is the essence of innumerable biographies”,
then we could consider French’s Tibet, Tibet and India: A Portrait national biographies. Do the
processes of writing individual and national biographies have much in common? Does a good
biography stick to the cold, hard truth or is it, like a good travel book, a work of fiction? In this
session, French talks about the art of biography with writer Rabi Thapa.

Kofl6«s k|mG] rn] n]vs ofqL eL P; gokn Pj+ ofqL n]vs k|mflG;; oËxHa]G8h:tf ljljw JolQmTjx¿sf] hLjgL n]vs
] f
5g\ . yd; sfnf{Onn] eg]sf 5g\ – “Oltxf; c;+Vo hLjgLx¿sf] ;f/ xf] .” o; cy{df k|mG] rsf s[ltx¿ ltAat,
ltAat / ef/t M Ps lrq0fnfO{ klg /fi6«x¿sf] hLjgL n]vg dfGg ;lsG5 . JolQmsf] / /fi6«sf] hLjgL n]vg k|lqmofdf
slt ;dfgtf 5 < Pp6f ;kmn hLjgLn] JolQm ljif]z af/] gfËf] ;Todfq kl:sG5 ls /fd|f] lgofqfdf e}mF cfVofgsf]
;f}Gbo{nfO{ klg cfTd;ft\ u5{ < n]vs k|m] Grn] cfˆgf k|sflzt j[mlt tyf hLjgL n]vgsf] k|lqmofsf af/]df n]vs /lj
yfkf;Fu jftf{nfk ug]5
{ g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Patrick French
Patrick French is the author of the acclaimed biography of V.S. Naipaul, The World Is What It Is. French is also
the author of Younghusband: The Last Great Imperial Adventurer; Liberty or Death: India’s Journey to
Independence and Division; Tibet, Tibet: A Personal History of a Lost Land, and most recently, India: A
Portrait.
Rabi Thapa
Rabi Thapa is the author of Nothing to Declare, a book of short stories, which was long-listed for the Frank
O’Connor International Short Story Award. Previously the editor of the weekly Nepali Times, Thapa is now a
full-time writer and editor based in Kathmandu.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
04:30 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Ur
du and Eng
lish: Walking Two
Urdu
English:
Wor
lds
orlds
MOHAMMED HANIF IN CONVERSATION WITH SOPHIA PANDÉ

pmb'{ / c+uh
]| L M b'O{ efiffaLrsf] cg'ej
df]xDdb xlgkm / ;f]lkmof kfF8] jftf{nfkdf

Pakistani writer and journalist Mohammed Hanif speaks and reads both Urdu and English. He
grew up in Pakistan but spent over a decade living and working in London. Like many of us today,
he traverses diverse worlds in terms of both culture and language. In this session, Mohammed
Hanif will talk with Sophia Pandé about his bilingual heritage, his cultural influences, and how it all
translates into his fiction.

kfls:tfgL kqsf/ tyf n]vs df]xDdb xlgkm pmb{' / c+uh
]| L b'a} efiff af]N5g\ / k9\5g\ . kfls:tfgdf x'ls{Psf xlgkmn]
sfdsf] l;nl;nfdf nG8gdf Ps bzseGbf a9L ;do latfPsf 5g\ . pgL blIf0f Pl;ofsf k/Dk/f / ;+:s[lt tyf
klZrd]nL cfw'lgstf b'j;
} uF ;'kl/lrt 5g\ . o; ;qdf xlgkmn] cfˆgf] ax'efifL k[i7e"ld / cfˆgf n]vg tyf
b[li6sf]0fdf To;sf] k|efjsf af/] ;f]lkmof kfF8;
] uF jftf{nfk ug]5
{ g\ .
SPEAKER PROFILES
Mohammed Hanif
Mohammed Hanif is a journalist, playwright, and novelist. His first novel, A Case of Exploding Mangoes, was
longlisted for the Man Booker prize, and shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Prize and the Commonwealth
Writers’ Prize. Hanif has also written plays for the stage and for BBC radio, and the screenplay for the feature
film The Long Night. He is currently a special correspondent for the BBC and lives in Karachi, Pakistan.
Sophia Pandé
Sophia Pandé is a writer, art historian, and filmmaker. She is currently co-producing a documentary based on
the Extreme Everest Expedition in 2010, where 35 Sherpas cleaned tonnes of accumulated garbage from
above 8,000 metres on Everest.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
05:30 PM, MUSEUM COURTYARD
DURATION: 50 MINS.
LANGUAGE: NEPALI

g]kfnL efiffsf] eljio
cr{gf yfkf, gf/fo0f jfUn], 8f= /fh]Gb| ljdn / a'l4;fu/
The Future of the Nepali Language
Archana Thapa, Narayan Wagle, Rajendra Bimal and Buddhisagar

/fHo k|fof]lht g]kfnL efiff gLltsf sf/0fn] g]kfnsf cGo efiffeflifsf ;LdfGtLj[mt eP . jt{dfg /fhgLltdf hghflt
tyf cflbjf;L cfGbf]ngx¿ cfˆgf] cfjfh /fHo;fd' /fVb} /fHo ;+/rgfdf g]kfnL efiffsf] cu|:yfgnfO{ r'gf}tL lbFb5
} g\ .
]| Ln] gofF cj;/ vf]Hg]x¿sf] ;femf efiffsf ¿kdf cfk"mnfO{ :yflkt
b|'tultdf cfw'lgsLs/0ftk{m nlDs/x]sf] g]kfndf c+uh
ub}5
{ . o:tf] kl/k|I] odf g]kfnL efiffsf] eljio s:tf] b]lvG5 < a'l4;fu/n] ;~rfng ug]{ o; ;qdf cr{gf yfkf, gf/
fo0f jfUn] / 8f= /fh]Gb| ljdnn] o; ljifodf jftf{nfk ug]5
{ g\ .
The languages of Nepal have suffered under the state-sponsored rule of the Nepali language.
The recent indigenous and ethnic movements in Nepal are driven by a desire to be heard and to
challenge the hegemony of the Nepali language within the state apparatus. On the other hand,
English is quickly becoming the lingua franca of those seeking better opportunities in a modernizing
Nepal. What is the future of the Nepali language in this context? Moderated by Buddhisagar, the
session will feature Archana Thapa, Narayan Wagle and Rajendra Bimal.

SPEAKER PROFILES
Archana Thapa
Archana Thapa is an independent scholar and freelance writer. She runs the publishing house Akshar
Creations, and edited Telling a Tale, a collection of personal narratives by women. She is currently working on
a collection of personal narratives by women in Nepali.
Narayan Wagle
Narayan Wagle is the Editor of Nagarik, a Nepali-language daily, and one of Nepal’s most respected
journalists. His bestselling Nepali novel, Palpasa Café, was published by Nepa-laya in 2005 and received the
Madan Puraskar, Nepal’s most prestigious literary prize. Wagle’s second novel, Mayur Times, also deals with
the impact of the civil war on innocent Nepalis.
Rajendra Bimal
Rajendra Bimal is a retired university teacher, freelance social researcher and author of more than a dozen
books. He has been awarded the Jagadambashree Award for his contributions to Nepali literature.
Buddhisagar
Buddhisagar is a writer and poet. He is the author of Karnali Blues, the bestselling Nepali novel, and the
collection Buddhisagarka Kavita. He currently writes for Nagarik, a Nepali-language daily based in Kathmandu.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
10:00 AM - 03:00 PM, ADARSHA KANYA NIKETAN SCHOOL GROUNDS
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

Réal pr
esents the J
uic
yJ
atr
a ffor
or
presents
Juic
uicy
Ja
tra
Kids!
THE KATHMANDU LITERARY JATRA HAS EVENTS FOR ALL AGES. THE JUICY
JATRA WILL FEATURE A VARIETY OF CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES
FROM TODDLERS TO TEENAGERS.
WHAT’S HAPPENING:
Time
8:00 am

Event
Heritage Walks: Get to know Patan!
As part of the Kathmandu Literary Jatra we are offering you a choice of four walks in
and around Patan – a world heritage city. Choose one of the walks at 8:00 am and you
can join a second walk at 9:30 am.
For children above 12 years and adults.

11:00 am

Dance performance by the students of Adarsha Kanya Niketan

11:30 am

Book Launch: Bhaktaprasad Bhyaguto
15th Anniversary Launch

12:00 pm onwards

Activity Time!
Mithila Art Workshop with Mithila artist Shyam Sundar
Ages:
all
Time:
2 hours
Number of children:
15
Come learn a unique painting style and make your own artwork!
Creative Expression Workshop with Sharareh Bajracharya
Ages:
6 to 10
Time:
3 hours
Number of children:
15
Using different kinds of strings and ropes, cloth, wire, cardboard, and other recyclable
materials, children will build a place in response to a reading of the story Bhaktaprasad
Bhyaguto. Various artists will work with children in creating these spaces which children
can move through and enact the story for themselves!
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Ages:
6 to 10
Time:
2 hours
Number of children: 15
Listen to the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle read by Lisa Howard.
Afterwards, children will have the chance to make a colourful collage of their very own
butterfly.

3:30pm to 4:00pm

Story Time with Santa Das Manandhar
Santa Das Manandhar will share stories for the young and old.

Limited Seats! Please sign up in advance to book a spot for you and your child!
Sign up at the information counter at the Literary Jatra or email your name and number to:
info@litjatra.com
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2011
11:30 AM, ADARSHA KANYA NIKETAN SCHOOL GROUNDS
LANGUAGE: NEPALI, ENGLISH

Book Launc
h:
Launch:
Bhakta
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yaguto's 15th Year
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sary
Bhaktaprasad: a name common in Nepal
Bhyaguto: ‘frog’ in the Nepali language
Bhaktaprasad Bhyaguto, an excitable young frog from Kathmandu Valley just out of his tadpole
teens, decides to travel through his country. He goes where no frog has gone before. He rides a
tin can downriver, treks past majestic peaks, rides porter-back, mule-back and yak-back to remote
villages, and hops across a good part of Nepal before returning to Kathmandu in an airline pilot’s
shirt pocket.
This description of Bhaktaprasad’s adventures through Nepal’s mountains, hills and plains presents
authentic landscapes and unique characters. It brings Nepal to life for young readers, and helps
build empathy for the creatures, including humans, that inhabit the Nepali countryside.

Herita
ge Walk Details
Heritag
Walk 1: Alko Hity is a neighbourhood at the south end of Patan. The community here has restored a traditional
water system, key to ensuring a good quality of life in the city. The walk will help you understand how the system
works, and provide insights into how communities can come together to solve problems.

Walk 2: The golden temple or the Hiranya Varna Mahabihar is an ideal place to observe the living heritage of
Mahayana Buddhist rituals. The bahal surrounding it is a treasure trove of Buddhist iconography, and we will also
have a chance to learn about the restoration work that is being undertaken by the community.

Walk 3: The restoration and conversion of traditional homes into comfortable modern living spaces is making Patan
one of the most sought after residential areas. Young entrepreneurs are leading the way in converting these beautiful
buildings into restaurants, apartments, and office spaces. Find out what motivates them and how they go about it.

Walk 4: This is a unique opportunity to interact with the metal artists of Patan. Working in metals like copper, silver,
and gold, they are among the most skillful artists in the world. The fruits of their labour are to be seen on display in
shops frequented by locals and foreigners alike; this walk will reveal how they work and contribute to the rich local
culture.
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SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2011
10:00 AM - 07:00 PM, MANGA HITI

photo
.cir
cle pr
esents
photo.cir
.circ
presents
Retelling Histories
STORIES FROM OLD FAMILY PHOTO ALBUMS

History begins at home. This personal history project attempts to dig up, contextualize and archive
photographs from old family photo albums, allowing them to represent us as a people with an
interesting and diverse past. There is, after all, more to our past than what history lessons have
taught us.
The project is part of the Nepal Picture Library, an archive of photographs from around Nepal that
has been recently set up by photo.circle.
Through collections such as this one, the Nepal Picture Library hopes to contribute to the study of
Nepali photography, as well as generate knowledge and raise questions about how we can explore
issues of identity, history and memory through images.
photo.circle was established in 2007 as a platform for emerging and professional photographers
in Nepal. For more information please visit www.photocircle.com.np
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
03:30 PM, MANGA HITI

Performance: Parable of the Lost
Post Office
A SOLO PERFORMANCE BY PARNAB MUKHERJEE
ADAPTED FROM RABINDRANATH TAGORE’S WRITING
Amal, a terminally ill kid standing on the precipice of death, is stuck in a closed room. Sitting
inside, he imagines the democracy of open spaces, of the world that he cannot access, the
possibility of a king’s arrival, and the indefatigable urge to learn the details of life from everybody
passing by. Using different texts and installation techniques, the performance creates a haunting
interpretation of Tagore’s text, addressing the core issue of what dies within us before we actually
die.It is a search for a working version of utopia in dystopic times, and is a tribute to Rabindranath
Tagore on his 150th birth anniversary, 100 years since the publication of Dakghar.

Parnab Mukherjee is a leading alternative theatre director in India. An independent media analyst, curator and a
performance consultant by profession, he is a consultant with two publication initiatives. He is also an authority on
Badal Sircar’s theatre and Shakespeare-in-education, and specialises in theatre-for-conflict-resolution and theatreof-the-campus.
Five Issues is a unique performance-publishing interface. It is committed to bringing out a series of five journals, five
pamphlets, five themed poster series, five curated installation videos and five audio installation projects. The first
three issues, poster series, pamphlets and videos have been put in public circulation. Performance is an integral
component of the project and the interface has already produced the trilogy of unrest which includes Hamletmachine,
This Room Is Not My Room and Necropolis.
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